Southern Maine Claims Association
LEAD PAINT

	· Manufactured until being banned in 1978; therefore buildings built in 1978 and earlier are presumed to contain lead paint.

· # 1 Cause of Lead Poisoning is from Lead Dust

· In Children, Lead Poisoning can cause: learning disabilities, behavior problems, hearing issues, language or speech delays, lower intelligence and even death.

· In Adults, Lead Poisoning can cause: high blood pressure and hypertension.

· April 22, 2010- Federal Law requires a contractors firm to be certified in order to work with materials containing lead paint.

· Vendors must be EPA certified in Renovation, Repair and Painting (RRP), but are not required to be licensed for abatement of lead.


As of April 22, 2010 the EPA Rule requires:

1. Restoration firms must be EPA certified.

2. Restoration and dust sampling technicians must be trained and certified.

3. Non-certified workers must work under and be trained on-the-job by a Certified Renovator.

4. Lead Safe Work Practices must be followed for work covered by the rule.

5. Restoration companies must educate owners/occupants.

6. Records must be maintained for 3 years following the completion of renovation.
      7.    Lead safe work practices must be followed in all buildings subject to the rule unless testing proves 
             that lead is not present.  A fine of up to $37,500 per incidence is possible for firms in violation.

      Lead Safe Work Practices include these steps:

A.  Contain the work area. (Sealing doors and vents, cover floors and any furniture that cannot be moved).    

B.  Minimize the Dust. (No use of open flames or heat guns, no sanding or blasting of power tools).    

C.  Clean up thoroughly according to the EPA guidelines. (Using a HEPA vacuum and wet mopping with plenty 

      of rinse water).  
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             For more info go to the EPA website; http://www.epa.gov/lead/pubs/renovation.htm
